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Burundi 
OAU Secretary General Says Meeting Cancelled 


AB2107170695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 2] Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A planned meeting of the Or- 
ganization of African Unity in Addis Ababa to discuss 
the ethnic violence in Burundi has been canceled. It 
was due to take place on 26-27 July but the main Tutsi 
opposition parties have said they won't attend the meet- 
ing amid speculation that the Hutu Frodebu [Front for 
Democracy in Burundi] government is seeking interna- 
tional military intervention in Burundi. On the line to 
Addis Ababa, Elizabeth Ohene asked the OAU secretary 
general, Salim Ahmed Salim, if by calling off the talks, 
he was saying the talks would not solve the problem: 


[Begin recording] [Salim] Well, I hope not but, clearly, 
we are very disappointed by the attitude taken on this 
issue because you would recall that the decision to 
convene this conference was made at the last summit 
in Addis Ababa. It was a decision taken after a very 
summary inspection, and it was decided that the meeting 
should take place here under the chairmanship of the 
current chairman of the organization with the full 
participation of the secretary general, to take place in 
a very serene atmosphere which will bring together 
political leaders, the representatives of the Army, and 
also the representatives of the neighboring countries. 


[Ohene] And who exactly didn’t want to come? 


[Salim] Well, what you might call the political parties in 
the opposition. I received formal communications which 
says they support idea of the meeting but they don't 
think that Addis Ababa will be the most appropriate 
venue. They want the meeting to be held in Bujumbura. 


[Ohene] Now, these opposition parties, after all, and the 
Uprona [Unity and National Progress Party], they con- 
trol the Army literally; everybody knows that. Do you 
think they’ve refused, they want it held in Bujumbura 
because that is their territory, and they hold the power 
there? 


[Salim] Whatever there is, our own evaluation of the 
situation is that at this point in time, this planned meet- 
ing.... [pauses] it is not sufficient to hold that meeting 
in Bujumbura, and also frankly, | am disappointed by 
this. Both myself and the current chairman of the organ- 
ization are disappointed by it because we were looking 
forward for this opportunity. We don’t think that the 
circumstances right now in Bujumbura could have al- 
lowed for a very serene discussion of the situation. I am 
flabbergasted that the meeting cannot be held in Addis 
Ababa. 
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I know some of the arguments. Some of the arguments 
said that by holding a meeting in Addis Ababa, we 
would be internationalizing the problem but I don’t 
think that argument holds water In any case, the 
situation in Burundi is alread’ —sernationalized. The 
OAU is there, the United Na; is there but beyond 
that, in many conflict situations in Africa, whatever 
the situation, meetings have been held, whether it is in 
Arusha in the case of Rwanda or in Zambia in the case 
of Angola, or in Ghana or Benin in the case of Liberia, 
and so on. So, we frankly are perplexed at the attitude 
so far adopted. 


[Ohene] And you are now beginning to talk that there 
might be a need to use force. Where will such a force 
come from? 


- [Salim] Well, I think the need to use force is not 


something that we are talking about now. We are still 
trying to pursue the diplomatic option, but if that option 
is completely curtailed, I can assure you that from 
the discussions we have held and from the expression 
made by African leaders, there is a clear determination 
that everything must be done to avoid a repetition of 
Rwanda. 


[Ohene] You think you will find enough African coun- 
tries who will be willing to send a force into Burundi? 


[Salim] Well, ! think that that should not be excluded at 


all, and if the spirit of the discussion that transpired in 


Addis Ababa is anything to go by, I think that while 
no one is interested in engaging in military action, 
everybody is determined to avoid the disaster and the 
humiliation that all of us experienced in Rwanda. [end 
recording |] 


Coffee Factory Attacked in Bubanza Province 


FA2107171995 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from the Province 
of Bubanza [northeastern Burundi] say that the coffee 
factory of Gakindo in the zone of Mahamua in the 
Musigati Commune, was attacked by some 600 armed 
men. After having strangled the head of the factory and 
the watchmen, the attackers took some 15 tonnes of 
fully washed coffee, and some other material. 


The attack happened less than a month after another 
attack in which the power group [generator] of the 
factory was stolen. The factory, which serves more than 
3,000 families, is thus threatened of collapse following 
these repeated attacks. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kight Killed in University Attack 


EA2207200795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Kiriri University Cam- 
pus [in Bujumbura] was attacked by armed groups last 
night. The toll of the attack is eight people killed. The 
dead include four students and two workers in the cam- 
pus. Two of the dead were assailants shot down by the 
security forces. Three students were wounded. 


The minister of interior and public security, Mr. Gabriel 
Sinarinzi, gives a chronological account [of the inci- 
dent]. [passage omitted]. 


Further on security issues, six members of one family 
were killed last night in house number nine on sixth 
avenue in Bwiza [commune adjacent to Bujumbura 
town]. 


Ex-President Says Army Facing Discipline Problem 


AB2107180695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 2] Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] While everybody blames each 
other for the ethnic violence in Burundi, there are those 
who say it’s all down to extremist Hutu militias. Hutus 
claim the Tutsi-dominated Army is the real ogre respon- 
sible for atrocities against the Hutu community, espe- 
Cially in its drives against the militias in Bujumbura’s 
northern suburbs and operations in the remote north but 
reforming the Army is a sensitive and difficult propo- 
sition. But now, former Tutsi President Pierre Buyoya, 
himself an ex-Army officer, has admitted that all is not 
rosy in the Army. He’s been talking to our correspon- 
dent William Wallace, who sent this report from Bu- 
jumbura. 


President Pierre Buyoya told me that Burundi’s Tutsi- 
dominated Army does have a problem with discipline. 
In a rare admission from a military man in Burundi, 
he agreed that soldiers had been killing innocent Hutu 
civilians during recent military operations. He qualified 
the admission by saying that in any guerrilla war there 
were bound to be civilian casualties, but he did suggest 
that the Army was doing itself no favors in conducting 
the fight against Tutsi guerrillas in this way. He said 
that those soldiers responsible should be punished at 
the military-level. 


The former president said that the world was being 
given a negative impression of the Burundian military 
on the basis of operations conducted in certain troubled 
areas, such as the Hutu suburb and bastion of Kamenge 
in the capital, but he insisted that in many provinces, 
cooperation between the military and the political ad- 
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ministration had led to peaceful coexistence between 
Hutus and Tutsis. He also agreed that the ethnic bias of 
the Army toward a Tutsi minority was something that 
needed to be addressed with tactful deliberation and tim- 
ing, he said. Only 110 of a recent batch of 1,800 recruits 
into the Army are reported to be Hutu. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Mbasogo Ready To Pardon Jailed Leader Moto 


AB2307160595 Paris AFP in English 
0312 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Libreville, 23 Jul (AFP) — 
The president of Equatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo said Saturday [22 July] he was ready 
to pardon opposition leader Severo Moto who was 
jailed in April for allegedly conspiring against the state. 
The statement followed a private meeting with French 
President Jacques Chirac who was in Gabon on his first 
African tour as head of state. 


Questioned by journalists, Obiang said "the problem 
of Severo Moto has nothing to do with me. It is a 
jucicial matter. (But) as president of the Republic, | 
will consider the possibility of a pardon." 


Chirac aides said the French leader had raised the issue 
of Moto’s continued imprisonment, at the request of 
Spain, the former colonial power in Equatorial Guinea. 
Moto, the leader of the Progress Party, was jailed for 


' 28 years after being convicted on state security charges. 


In 1993, Moto successfully organised a boycott of the 
country’s first multi-party legislative elections, which 
were denounced by both Spain and the United States as 
a "parody of democracy”. 


Spain has appealed in vain to Obiang several times to 
free Moto. Obiang was the only head of a non-French- 
speaking African state to be invited to meet Chirac 
during his tour. Equatorial Guinea joined the franc zone 
in 1986. 


Rwanda 


Minister: Embezzlement Commission Report 
‘Unclear’ 


EA2107130095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 2] Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In a press conference he!d 
yesterday at Hotel Le Diplomat here in Kigali, the 
finance minister, Mr. Marc Rugenera, responded to 
the recently released report of alleged embezzlement 
of funds trom the finance coffer. Mr. Rugenera first 
explained why his ministry appointed the commission 
which, he said, was to investigate the embezzled funds 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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amounting to 800 million francs alleged to have been 
stolen by workers from his ministry. A report issued by 
the commission says the funds had been stolen from the 
ministry, but the minister said the report did not give 
thorough explanations of who stole the funds and how 
the money was stolen. He further said the report was 
not clear. 


The report, among other things, criticizes the taxation 
measures in the Ministry of Finance, giving an example 
of tax issued by (Balirwa) Company to customs office. 
[sentence as heard] 


Zaire 


Prime Minister Announces Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB2307154795 Paris AFP in French 
2122 GMT 22 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 22 Jul (AFP) — 
Zairian Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo’s spokesman, 
Sombo Di Bele, has announced that there was a cabinet 
reshuffle last night. The reshuffle basically entails trans- 
fers within the cabinet. Only two ministers, the minis- 
ter of health and the minister of post, telephone, and 
telecommunications have been removed and replaced. 
The deputy ministers for international cooperation and 
primary and secondary education have also been re- 
moved and replaced. 


Mrs. Soki Fwani replaces Mumbu Musong as health 
minister, while Mwamba Nduba replaces Pierre Lumbi 
as post, telephone, and telecommunications minister. 
Regarding transfers within the cabinet, Gerard Kamanda 
wa Kamanda leaves the Justice Ministry to become the 
new foreign affairs minister, replacing Lunda Bululu, 
who has now been named higher and university educa- 
tion minister. Nsinga Udjuu, former transport minister, 
replaces Kamanda wa Kamanda at the Justice Ministry, 
while Tambwe Mwamba makes his entry into the gov- 
ernment as transport minister. 


The spokesman, who announced the cabinet reshuffle 
on state television, read out Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s decree endorsing the cabinet resnuffle proposal 
put forward to him. By virtue of the Constitutional Act 
governing the transitional period in Zaire, the president 
of the Republic has to rule on the prime minister's 
proposal in the event of a cabinet reshuffle. 


This reshuffle has been termed a "technical" reshuf- 
fle, and it comes after 10 days of political consulta- 
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tions initiated by the prime minister. The radical oppo- 
sition rejected the consultations. It claims the current 
Zairian Government is illegal, and is demanding the re- 
turn of the radical opposition leader, Etienne Tshisekedi, 
to power. It has joined hands with the Political Forces 
of the Conclave, representing Marshal Mobutu’s move- 
ment, in this move. 


Despite the association between his own partisans and 
those of the radical opposition, Marshal Mobutu signed 
the decree on the cabinet reshuffle put forward by 
the prime minister, thereby dissociating himself from 
the "unnatural" contacts which have been established 
between his own political movement and Tshisekedi’s 
radical opposition. 


Opposition Says New Government ‘Illegal’ 


AB2307165095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Zaire, Prime Minister 
Leon Kengo wa Dondo formed a new cabinet yesterday. 
There were no major changes apart from a few new 
entries. [passage omitted]. 


No sooner had Leon Kengo wa Dondo’s new cabinet 
been formed than the radical opposition lodged a strong 
criticism against the prime minister. The Sacred Union 
of the Radical Opposition [USOR] members are not rep- 
resented in the new government, whose legitimacy they 
are contesting. (Charles Mabika Kibanda), the Union 
for Democracy and Social Progress leader in Gabon, 
explained the USOR position to Jeremie Ndjomba. 


[Begin (Kibanda) recording] The decree signed by Mr. 
Mobutu is yet another coup in our country because it is 
an illegal act. It is not Mr. Mobutu’s duty to confirm Mr. 
Kengo as prime minister for a new transitional period. 
It is the High Council of the Republic-Transitional 
Parliament’s [HCR-PT] duty to accomplish that task. 


After 15 months as head of government, Mr. Kengo 
wa Dondo has failed dismally: Zairians are living in 
total poverty, and civil servants have still not been paid. 
Mr. Kengo wa Dondo should have appeared before the 
HCR-PT to take stock of what he has done so far. 
The HCR-PT is the organ which should have presented 
a prime minister to Mr. Mobutu. On our part, Mr. 
Tshisekeci remains the legal prime minister of the 
transitional period and not Mr. Kengo wa Dondo. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Ethiopia 
Police Arrest 50 Arms Traffickers 


AB2307190595 Paris AFP in French 
1023 GMT 2] Jul 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 21 Jul (AFP) — 
About 50 people have been arrested in Addis Ababa 
and in the north of the Ethiopian capital for traffic 
in and illegal possession of arms, the national radio 
announced today. Forty people have been picked up for 
interrogation in the capital by the Addis Ababa police 
which seized 75 Kalachnikov assault guns, two machine 
guns, 16 pistols, various other weapons, and 4,000 
rounds of ammunition, Police Officer Yared Guetahun 
stated on the radio. According to him, the operation, 
which was launched after the suspects’ activities were 
monitored for one month, has helped to expose a 
network supplying Ethiopian regions with arms, and 
to uncover an arms repairs workshop in the capital. A 
search carried out in North-Shoa, northern Addis Ababa, 
has also helped to seize about 12 Kalachnikov guns, a 
flamethrower, and machine guns. Eleven people have 
been arrested in connection with this illegal possession 
of arms, the radio added. 


Kenya 
Ruling KANU Party To Set Up Human Rights 
Committee 


EA2307153095 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today announced that the ruling party 
KANU [Kenya African National Union} will establish 
a Standing committee on human rights in the country. 
The president said KANU was concerned about hu- 
man rights, adding that the standing committee will be 
charged with overseeing al] human rights aspects cov- 
ering the entire country. 


President Moi said the committee will comprise promi- 
nent lawyers and other leading personalities. President 
Moi said KANU was keen to ensure that the future of 
the citizens of this country was safeguarded, and urged 
leaders not jeopardize that future through careless utter- 
ances. He said many people in Africa today are suffer- 
ing due to the casual manner in which their leaders take 
the lives of the citizens. President Moi said in some of 
those countries the people are more concerned with the 
security of their lives instead of being involved in pro- 
ductive economic activities. 


President Moi was speaking at Thogoto Teachers’ 
College in Kiambu District [Central Province], where 
he presided over the graduation ceremony of 406 
graduands. 
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President Moi told Kenyans that whatever they do must 
be aimed at enhancing their dignity and credibility, 
adding th<! their unity of purpose must be uppermost in 
their goals. He said that his constant call for unity among 
all Kenyans is not aimed at promoting politics of single 
party but rather to build a country of nationalists whose 
common goals are peace, tranquility, and progress 


President Moi told Kenyans to shun politics of trivalism, 
saying that no one chose the community in which to be 
born. [passage omitted] 


Announcement Receives Mixed Reaction 


£A2407121195 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
24 Jul 95 pl, 2 


[Article by DAILY NATION and REUTERS: "Reaction 
Mixed on Rights Body"] 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Moi’s announce- 
ment to establish a human rights body received mixed 
reaction yesterday from local and international ob- 
servers. 


Some welcomed the move while others interpreted it as 
aimed at pre-empting criticism in the Paris donor talks 
which begin today. [passage omitted] 


The executive director of the institute for education in 
democracy, Ms. Grace Githu, said she noped that the 
announcement was not meant to appease the donors. 
She added: “I also hope thai the formation of the 
committee will not fall by the wayside like the Ist 
January constitutional amendment promise,” she said. 


On Saturday [22 July], President Moi announced that 
the government would establish 4 committee to deal 
with human rights and that prominent lawyers would 
be chosen to sit on it. President Moi did not say when 
the committee would be launched nor the names of the 
lawyers. 


Mrs. Githu said yesterday [23 July] that the committee 
was welcome and that the institute would join forces 
with it as there was a lot of work to be done especially 
in the area of “human rights education". 


She said that the committee should not be composed 
of people with no human rights track record. "If such 
people form the committee they will be serving the 
government which is the greatest abuser of human 
rights,” she said. [passage omitted] 


In Nairobi, the MP for Langata, Mr. Raila Odinga 
(FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracy]- 
Kenya), said the committee was a “public relations 
exercise’. He said the move was to benefit a group 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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of lawyers to be picked by KANU [Kenya African 
National Union]. 


Kenda [Kenya national democratic alliance] chairman 
Mukaru Ng’ang’a termed the committee a "“contradic- 
tion in principle and practice" but added that President 
Moi had finally "conceded that there are human rights 
violations”. 


Islamic preacher Sheikh Khalid Balala, who telephoned 
from Germany, welcomed the committee, but he said 
the KANU government might have set it up to influence 
donor countries. 


In Nyandarua, KANU branch chairman Josiah Kimemia 
supported the move and added: "Kenyans are the most 
competent to know when their rights were being abused 
and how to tackle them." He said the west exaggerated 
human rights abuses in Kenya. 


The MP for Nakuru north, bishop Joseph Kimani, said 
the committee cannot expose abuses and at best would 
be a government propaganda tool. Bishop Kimani, the 
chairman of the international society for human rights 
(east and central Africa) chapter, said: “empty rhetoric 
will not feed hungry mouths.” 


Somalia 
‘Serious Military Escalation’ of Situation Seen 


MM2107143095 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 21 Jul 95 p5 


[Report by Sayyid Ahmad Khalifah: "Somali Sources 
Accuse Libya and Iraq of Supporting General Aidid"] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Addis Ababa — Amidst talk 
of famine in Somalia, and in the wake of General 
Mohamed Fareh Aidid’s appeal to the international 
community for relief aid for the Somali people, whose 
international aid has dried up, there is now widespread 
talk about military preparations by Gen. Aidid himself, 
and also by his adversaries, for a new war and the final 
victory each faction has been seeking since the collapse 
of the Somali state in 1991. 


Some Somali sources say that several international, 
Arab, and other parties have increased their interference 
in Somali affairs following the disappearance of the 
organized international role by the United Nations, 
whose work there now is confined to a feeble presence 
and intermittent 2id. 


The sources say ‘hat in the atmosphere of preparations 
for new rounds 0: bloody civil strife, the more apparent 
presence is the Libyan and Iraqi presence in favor of 
Gen. Aidid. They add that Libyan, Iraqi, and Iranian 
aid has recently reached him in the form of spare parts, 
ammunition, funds, and technical experts for the repair 
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of Russian-made military equipment previously seized 
by Gen. Aidid from the collapsing Somali National 
Army, whose weapons came from the former Soviet 
Union. 


Eyewitnesses returning from the Somali capital Mo- 
gadishu recently say that over 50 Libyan military ex- 
perts are operating with military units attached to Gen. 
Aidid, who appointed himself "president" of all Somalia 
about two months ago without securing the support of 
other Somali factions and tribes. [passage omitted] 


It is believed that Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi 
decided to support Gen. Aidid after the exchange of 
a number of secret visits by elements from both sides, 
and the Libyan leader did so out of the belief that Gen. 
Aidid deserved support for having fought the U.S. forces 
in his country two years ago. [passage omitted] 


According to some sources, Gen. Aidid wants to expand 
the scope of the struggle against the other Somali 
factions by moving to their positions of tribal influence 
and launching a war that would reduce their presence in 
the capital because they would be trying to defend their 
main regions; this would enable Gen. Aidid to complete 
his control of the capital, where he currently controls 
only small areas. 


The sources say that the foreign support for Gen. Aidid 
is not confined to just the renovation of weapons but 
also includes the building of airports and seaports as 
a substitute for those disputed in Mogadishu. Through 
these airports and ports Gen. Aidid wants to create 
independent positions under his full control that would 
enable him to receive foreign aid when he launches his 
expected war against his adversaries. 


Despite the international and regional efforts to con- 
vene a new Somali reconciliation conference follow- 
ing the failure of past conferences, some sources in the 
Ethiopian capital believe that the Somali situation is 
moving toward a serious military escalation. Further- 
more, the international dimension of the Somali situa- 
tion is now clear, especially as far as Libya, Iraq, and 
Iran are concerned. These are the states which have 
problems with the U.S. Administration and believe that 
through Somalia, v hich is adjacent to Ethiopia -— an 
area of U.S. and Western influence and interests - - they 
can jeupardize and wreak vengeance on that presence. 


Although Sudan was in the past clearly sympatlictic 
toward Gen. Aidid, relations between them are now coo! 
for reasons believed to be linked to Sudan’s desire to 
detach itself from open involvement in the affairs of 
neighboring states. [passage omitted] 
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Aidid Releases Arrested Wonsan Critic 


AB2207204895 Paris AFP in English 
1726 GMT 22 Jul 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, July 22 (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Mohamed Faran Aidid has released a 
prominent woman critic he ordered placed under house 
arrest last week, it was learned Saturday (22 July]. 


Human rights lawyer Mohamed Gelle Elmi told re- 
porters on July 16 that General Aidid had put 42-year- 
old Khadija Abdi Fandhe under house arrest after she 
urged women to switch their allegiance to Osman Has- 
san Ali "Atto,” Aidid’s former financier who ousted the 
general last month as chairman of the United Somali 
Congress-Somali National Alliance (USC/SNA). 


Aidid’s bodyguards enforced the arrest by surrounding 
Fandhe’s house. 


Neighbors said she tried to leave it, but was forced 
back inside under gunfire, and that she then shouted 
a message through a window: "Please don’t use force 
to free me.” 


Fandhe, the head of the women’s wing of the USC/ 
SNA, refused to talk to reporters after her release. She 
cuffers from high blood pressure and diabetes. 


USC-SNA Says Aidid Preparing To Attack 
Kismaayo 


EA2307203295 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesman for the USC-SNA 
[United Somali Congress-Somali National Alliance] has 
revealed that Mohamed Farah Aidid is assembling 25 
technicals to attack Kismaayo as part of an alliance 
agreement between himself, and a man called Ahmed 
Omar Jays [chairman of the Somali Patriotic Movement, 
SPM, faction]. The spokesman added that General Aidid 
is planning to launch a fierce offensive on Kismaayo this 
week, in clear violation of the Addis Ababa agreement. 


The spokesman said Aidid is also preparing to launch 
another offensive against some parts of Mogadishu, 
such as Makkah, Madinah, and Bermuda Districts, 
the port, the airport, Liqlikhato House, and the USC- 
SNA headquarters. The spokesman said it is, therefore, 
obligatory to watch Aidid’s every move in order to avert 
confrontation between the Somali people. 


The USC-SNA spokesman also said that a man called 
Bashir Adan Dhirya’as, well-known for his [religious] 
hypocrisy, is trying to provide Aidid with military and 
political support. In conclusion, the spokesman warned 
this man to desist from his monstrous acts, which are 
aimed at weakening Soma!i reconciliation efforts. 
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Tanzania 


Mwinyi Meets With Chinese Deputy Premier 


EA2107125095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 20 Jul 95 


|FBIS Translated Text} The government of the People’s 
Republic of China has expressed its intention to enter 
into a partnership with Tanzania, in projects joinily 
initiated here with Chinese assistance. China’s deputy 
prime minister, Zhu Rongji, told President Ali Hassau 
Mwinyi at State House, Dar es Salaam, today that 
China intended to initiate this partnership with the 
Tanzanian Government in the Urafiki Textile Factory, 
and eventually to use the experience gained to enter into 
partnership in other projects. 


Mr. Zhu Rongji, who is in the country on a four-day 
Official visit, congratulated the Tanzanian Government 
for its boldness in introducing economic and political 
reforms. He said the reforms were the only means of 
keeping up with the times and saving the Tanzanian 
economy, which was in need of new technology, mod- 
ern management, large capital resources, and interna- 
tional markets. Mr. Zhu said China began to undertake 
such economic and political reforms in 1979, and now 
the country’s economy was growing rapidly and living 
standards had improved. 


President Mwinyi thanked the Chinese Government for 
its great contributions in helping to promote the eco- 
nomic and social development ‘of Tanzanians. President 
Mwinyi said his government would like to see Chinese 
companies entering into partnership in historic projects 
initiated here through bilateral cooperation. 


Rwandan Hutu Refugees Said Heading for 
Tanzania 


EA2407105095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0400 GMT 24 Jul 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Karagwe district police have de- 
tained 21 Hutu refugees from Rwanda after they crossed 
the border and entered the country illegally at (Mchuzi), 
in the district. The Karagwe district commissioner, Cap- 
ain Joseph Nditi, told reporters in the district yesterday 
that another batch of more than 200 refugees were be- 
ing held at the border of the two countries at (Mubali) 
village. 


One of the Rwandan refugees, John (Kalimanzira), told 
Capt. Nditi that they had decided to flee their country 
in order to save themselves following the massacre of 
15 colleagues last week. He said thousands of other 
refugees were heading for the Tanzania-Rwanda border. 
Capt. Nditi said that the situation at the Tanzanian 
border was effectively under control. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Minister on Oil-Storage Agreement With Iran 


MB2407092795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0718 GMT 24 Jul 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg 24 July SAPA 
— The agreement with Iran to store oil at Saldanha 
means South Africa will be able to further reduce its 
Strategic oil supply, Minister of Energy Affairs Mr 
Pik Botha said on SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] radio on Monday. 


Botha said between R700 million [rands] and R1,000 
million could be released into the economy as a result 
of the agreement. 


If an oil-producing country was prepared to store its 
oil suyplies in South Africa wn an ongoing basis, South 
Africa could reduce its strategic supply to two or thrve 
months. 


Botha said the agreement should not affect relations be- 
tween South Africa and the United States. The Ameri- 
can trade ban applied only to American companies and 
their affiliates and there were many European countries 
which still traded with Iran. 


Botha said he had already briefed an American delega- 
tion with a view to the visit to South Africa in August 
by his American counterpart. 


Cameron Commission Releases Findings on 
Armscor 


Commission Recommends Verma: Prosecution 


MB2107132595 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 21] Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Cameron Commission 
of Inquiry into South African weapons deals has rec- 
ommended that Armscor’s [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa] former market chief be tried for theft and 
fraud after revelations that the company sold arms on 
the international black market. President Nelson Man- 
dela appointed the commission after the abortive sale of 
AK-47 rifles to a Middle East arms dealer by Armscor. 


The commission recommends that the former head of 
Armscor’s marketing section, Mr. Marius Vermaak, be 
prosecuted for fraud and theft. Mr. Vermaak’s immedi- 
ate superiors, Brigadier Anthony Savidez and Mr. Pre- 
torius Smith, are criticized for negligence. The commis- 
sion found the September 1994 debacle, which resulted 
in a shipment being rejected by Yemen, was a result of 
Armscor’s disregard for arms export destinations. The 
report says previous Armscor consignments to Lebanon 
also ended up at prohibited destinations. 


The Cameron Commission found the evidence presented 
a dismal picture of irresponsibility on the part of 
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the previous cabinet, the Defense and Foreign Policy 
Committee, and Armscor. The report recommends a 
comprehensive review of arms trade policy and control 
mechanisms, saying punitive action against Armscor 
employees alone will be insufficient. President Mandela 
has referred the report to the cabinet for consideration. 


Armscor ‘Lied’ to Defense Minister 


MB2207153095 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 22 Jul 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Bronwyn Wilkinson and Esther Waugh) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Armscor [Armaments Corpo- 
ration of South Africa] official Peet Smith lied to De- 
fence Minister Joe Modise about a 1993 arms ship- 
ment that had been distributed in war-torn Yemen, the 
Cameron Commission reported yesterday. 


Smith also neglected to take the “obvious” step of 
informing Modise that a shipment of South African- 
manufactured grenades and ammunition had been inter- 
cepted by Belgian authorities. 


These grenades had been sold to the Lebanese Christian 
Militia in 1992 and may have been destined for Croatia 
— under UN arms embargo. 


The report also found that the former government 
effectively supported both sides in the Lebanese civil 
war by sending arms to the Christian Militia and the 
Lebanese government. / 


Arms had also been sent to the republics making up the 
former Yugoslavia and to Yenen — both hit by civil 
strife. . 


The report provides a 200 page window into a world of 
intrigue, deception and international duplicity. 


In reflective moments, the commission debated whether 
the situation most closely resembled Kafka, Alice in 
Wonderland or the Katzenjammer Kids, wrote its chair- 
man, Mr Justice Edwin Cameron. 


The commission found that the ANC-led Government 
of National Unity had been ignorant of the illicit trade 
in defence force arms to Yemen in 1994. 


The report blamed the former government for what the 
commission refers to as the "AK-47 debacle". 


Eighteen witnesses testified over 58 days. 


Apart from recommending the dismissal of three Arm- 
scor officials (who have already resigned or retired from 
the organisation), Judge Cameron’s commission sug- 
gested a total overhaul of regulations governing the 
trade of arms. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The commission was set up to investigate the sale of 
AK-47’s and G3 rifles to Lebanon last year. The arms 
arrived in Yemen and were turned back to South Africa. 


After their digging started the commission found that 
there had been other shipments of arms, including one 
that had been off-loaded in Yemen in late 1993. Smith 
had made an “untrue” statement to Modise about this 
shipment, said the judge. 


The 1993 shipment was found to be part of the same 
contract between Armscor marketing official Marius 
Vermaak and civilian arms dealer Eli Wazan, who 
evaded all attempts to contact him for testimony. 
Cameron reported that the relationship between Arm- 
scor and Wazan stretched back to 1983. 


Other shipments preceded that in 1993. In 1991 reports 
Judge Cameron, a cargo of goods was freighted aboard 
the ship Anke and another on the Skybird in 1992. Both 
were ostensibly destined for the Lebanese Christian 
Militia, but *t later emerged that the arms had ended 
up in Croatia. 


A shipment officially meant for Lebanon in 1993 was 
rejected there and was eventually distributed in Jordan 
and sold to private armies. 


When a consignment of South African grenades and 
ammunition was intercepted in Belgium in June 1994, 
Armscor official Peet Smith did not inform Defence 
Minister Joe Modise of the confiscation, the report 
States. 


"It seems obvious ... that an incident of this nature in- 
volving a foreign government should have been brought 
to the minister’s attention,” remarks the judge. 


The commission concluded with the recommendation 
for an urgent and thorough review of Armscor’s opera- 
tional systems and organisationa! structure. 


Deputy Minister, Democratic Party Comment 


MB2107151995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in Fnglish 1400 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy Defense Minister Ron- 
nie Kasrils says South Africa will have to clean up its 
arms industry and tighten controls in the light of the 
Cameron Commission report on Armscor [Armaments 
Corporation of South Africa] weapons deals on the in- 
ternational black market 


Mr. Kasrils told a foreign correspondents’ luncheon that 
the report, which was released today, would be pre- 
sented to the cabinet for consideration. The government 
would give its response in a few weeks. Although he 
could not make any direct comment on the report, Mr. 
Kasrils said the report’s recommendations had to be 
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taken seriously. He said South Africa did not want to 
close down its arms industry because of the disadvan- 
tages of buying weapons from abroad. 


The Cameron Commission report recommended that 
Armscor’s former marketing chief, Mr. Marius Ver- 
maak, De tried for theft and fraud after revelations that 
the company sold arms on the international black mar- 
ket. President Nelson Mandela appointed the commis- 
sion after the abortive sale of AK-47 rifles to a Middle 
East arms dealer by Armscor. 


The report also criticized Mr. Vermaak’s immediate 
superiors, Brigadier Anthony Savidez and Mr. Petrus 
Smith, for negligence. The commission also recom- 
mended that the Armscor Act be amended, because it 
was inappropriate for the parastatal to have responsibil- 
ity for marketing and selling, as well as regulating arms 
exports. It said it had no doubt that Parliament should 
play an active role in the control and regulation of arms 
exports. 


The Democratic Party [DP] welcomed the Cameron 
Commission report, saying it sheds more light on what 
it called the gross mismanagement of Armscor that had 
taken place under the former National Party govern- 
ment. The DP believed that a comprehensive arms ex- 
port policy was required to ensure that arms sales were 
made in a responsible and transparent manner. 


Viljoen Defends Armscor Against Report 


MB2307160995 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 23 Jul 95 p4 


[FBIS Translated Text] The unsavory publicity aimed 
at Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] 
serves no purpose. It indicates a large degree of insensi- 
livity toward a major organization with many employees 
that carried out its task effectively. 


This was stated yesterday by General Constand Viljoen, 
leader of the Freedom Front and chief of the Defense 
Force during the years of the strict arms embargo 
against South Africa. He was reacting to the Cameron 
Commission report. 


Gen. Viljoen said: “If there is a problem, it is a 
policy problem. In the past Armscor had to support the 
National Party government. At the time there was either 
no oroper policy, or the policy was so clandestine that 
it could not have been made public. Now it is the ANC 
government's task to decide what that policy will be." 


Gen. Viljoen said his information was that certain pro- 
posals already were formulated in 1994 for presentation 
to a cabinet Committee, but have not been considered 
yet by the committee. "And now the morals of a large 
number of officials have to be called into question.” 
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He said the investigation by the cabinet commiitee 
Or some other task group must be undertaken as 
a matter of urgency. "It is a fact that in the past 
different circumstances determined Armscor’s task than 
now, and the present government may feel a need for 
reorganization and adaptation. But it ought to have been 
dealt with in their first year in power.” 


Gen. Viljoen says Armscor’s value to the economy 
and job creation is obvious. “Without an armaments 
organization South Africa would be the poorer." 


PAC Calls for Closing Armscor 


MB2207164095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1614 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg July 22 S4?A 
— The Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] on ‘ 

called for the closure of Armscor [Armaments — orpo. 4 
tion of South Africa] and the prosecution of t. © fficie s 
involved in illegal arms deals following the ic if 
the Cameron Comn.ssion’s report on Armscor on Fri- 
day [21 July]. 


Referring to the report, PAC MP Patricia de Lille said 
in a statement a shipment of arms to Lebanese Christian 
militia had been diverted to Croatia to the knowlea e 
of Armscor despite a United Nations arms embargo. 
Defence Minister Joe Modise had not been informed of 
the connection between Croatia and Lebanese Christian 
militia. She said the Muslim “ethic cleansing” in Bosnia 
was barbarism. 


"I now wish to assert that Armscor must be closed 
down — we are not merchants of death — and the 
officials who sanctioned the illegal and illicit deals must 
be prosecuted,” de Lille said. 


IFP Holds Annual Conference, Adopts 8 
Resolutions 


Mzimela Elected as Deputy Chairman 


MB2307133395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1057 GMT 23 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban July 23 SAPA — 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] senior negotiator and Cor- 
rectional Services Minister Sipo Mzimela was on Sun- 
day elected deputy national chairman at the IFP’s an- 
nual conference in Ulundi, SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] Radio News reports. IFF Secretary 
General Ziba Jiyane told reporters Mzimela’s appoint- 
ment would help relieve the workload on national IFP 
chairman Frank Mdlalose, who is also KwaZulu/Natal 
premier. 
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Elections, KwaZulu Constitution Discussed 


MB2307142095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1326 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ulundi July 23 SAPA — The 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] resolved on Sunday to 
seek a fresh mandate from its supporters should the 
provincial government fail to adopt a constitution for 
KwaZulu,Natal. 


This was one of eight resolutions adopted at the party’s 
annual general conference in Ulundi at the weekend. 
In a statement issued at the conference the IFP said: 
"Conference mandates the gover: ment of the kingdom 
of KwaZulu/Natal to prepare a programme of action for 
the holding of an early election as soon as practically 
possible and to adopt a timetable for such an election 
acceptable to the IFP National Council to enable it to 
prepare for and to fight the election". 


The IFP blamed the African National Congress for the 
delay in adopting the constitution, and accused it of 
being “obstructionist and destructive” in the provincial 
Parliament. It also blamed the delay on the party’s "thin 
majority” in the provincial legislature and earlier said it 
would seek to increase its majority through a provincial 
election. IFP .eader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, however, 
conceded an election would be a gamble, but on Sunday 
claimed: "My support is far above what was reflected 
in the April election”. 


Last year the independent electoral commission oversee- 
ing the national election afforded the IFP a support base 
of 50.3, but IFP national spokesman Dr Ziba Jiyane on 
Sunday said the party enjoyed the support of 65 per cent 
of the local population. In a statement the IFP called un 
the people to use the election “to choose between ANC 
autocracy, centralism and authoritarianism on the one 
hand and IFP freedom, federalism and pluralism on the 
other”. 


Jiyane said a provincial election was only an option that 
would be considered if political parties failed to agree 
on a constitution. He remained confident, however, that 
they would reach agreement on the issue. 


Buthelezi told journalists at a press conference he 
hoped the constitution would be in place by the end of 
July. On the IFP’s return to the Constitutional Assem- 
bly charged with writing South Africa's constitution, 
Buthelezi maintained: "There is no prospect whatsoever 
we will go back to the Constitutional Assembly." The 
IFP withdrew from the assembly after it claimed the 
ANC and the National Party had reneged on the agree- 
ment for reconciliation and peace signed between the 
three parties on Apri! 19 last year. The statement said 
the issue “remains the central divisive issue in South 
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African politics and rejects the ANC’s attempt to es- 
cape its historical liability for the dishonouring of that 
fundamental promise." 


The IFP further resolved that verbal attacks on Buthelezi 
and the party was fuelling violence in the volatile 
province and made reconciliation between the ANC and 
the [FP "impossible." It rejected the Truth Commission 
to be set up in terms of the Promotion of National 
Unity and Reconciliation Act, saying it would lead to a 
witch-hunt. It further rejected the police investigation 
task unit [ITU] charged with investigating hit-squad 
activities and political violence in KwaZulu/Natal. The 
IFP instead called for the establishment of a provincial 
commission on violence to investigate killings in the 
province. "Everything the ITU has done and expressed 
to date confirms that its mission is to portray the IFP as 
the instigator of violence and the ANC as the victim," 
the statement charged. 


Other resolutions called for "the kingdom to develop a 
programme to re-enact all appropriate laws of the former 
KwaZulu Government and specifically the Ingonyama 
Trust Act and other laws on land affairs, forestry 
and water affairs..." The IFP called on the legislature 
to adopt legislation implementing IFP policies which 
promote provincial autonomy, pluralism, free market 
enterprise and to protect traditional communities. 


The conference was attended by several hundred IFP 
members. More than 40 diplomats from around the 
world attended Saturday’s opening address in a massive 
marquee erected for the occasion. Outside vendors 
sold their wares to hundreds of IFP supporters who 
dropped by to hear the politicians’ report-backs from 
the provinces. 


Buthelezi: IFP Not To Rejoin Assembly ‘Soon’ 


MB2307170795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
President Mangosuthu Buthelezi says his party will not 
return to South Africa’s constitution-making process 
soon. He was speaking after the party’s two-day annual 
general conference in Ulundi. 


Mr. Buthelezi said the conference had given his party 
a fresh mandate to stay out of the Constitutional 
Assembly. The IFP withdrew from the Constitutional 
Assembly earlier this year over the issue of international 
mediation on its constitutional demands. 


The party repeated that it would not recognize the new 
constitution currently being drafted without its participa- 
tion. Mr. Buthelezi said the IFP’s nonparticipation in the 
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Constitutional Assembly made the entire constitution- 
making process illegitimate. 


The IFP says the struggle for freedom, democracy, 
and pluralism should now rely on the leadership of 
the Kingdom of KwaZulu/Natal. It says it has decided 
that the political, legislative, and constitutional initiative 
of KwaZulu/Natal should show the way to better 
government in the whole country. 


The conference has called upon the provincial govern- 
ment to adopt a constitution which provides for full 
autonomy in terms of the interim constitution. The con- 
ference warned that if the provincial legislative failed in 
this exercise, provincial elections should be called for. 


ANC Official Says IFP Used Congress for Attack 


MB2407083795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC in KwaZulu/Natal 
says the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] has used its 20th 
annual conference as a launching pad to attack the gov- 
ernment of national unity. ANC regional spokesman Du- 
misani Mkhayi accused the IFP of behaving like an ir- 
responsible minority opposition party by failing to pro- 
duce resolutions to combat violent crime, unemploy- 
ment, and poverty in the province. He claimed that, in- 
stead, more time was spent on preparing for an armed 
secession from South Africa. 


Referring to the IFP’s call for new elections to increase 
its majority in the province, Mr. Mkhayi warned that 
white voters who boosted IFP fortunes in the April 
elections were now supporting ANC ideals because of 
its commitment to s.ability and a better life for all. 


ANC Executive Committee Expels 
Malebane-Metsing 


MB2407083695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC’s National Executive 
Committee [NEC] has expelled a former Northwest 
Province member of the provincial parliament, Mr. 
Rocky Malebane-Metsing, from the party. This is one of 
the decisions of the National Executive meeting, which 
took place in Johannesburg at the weekend. The NEC 
also instructed the ANC in the Northwest to conduct an 
audit of members who have joined Malebane-Metsing’s 
new party and to institute disciplinary steps against 
those members. 
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Amnesty Urges State To Promote Human Rights 


MB2107132295 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 21-27 Jul95 p9 


[Report by Justin Pearce] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa is lagging way 
behind its neighbours in committing itself to interna- 
tionally recognised human rights agreements — and 
Amnesty international (AI) has urged the government to 
rectify the situation and make the promotion of human 
rights a cornerstone of its foreign policy. "South Africa 
has a tremendous reputation and prestige in the world, 
said Al international law expert Professor Mennc Kam- 
minga. "We would now like to see South Africa play 
its role in the world by promoting human rights." 


Of the 17 most crucial human rights treaties, South 
Africa has ratified or acceded to only two. South 
Africa has signed six further treaties but in such cases 
the signature alone is not legally binding. While this 
situation is the result of South Africa’s former pariah 
status, Kamminga said the present government ought to 
move fast to redress the situation. 


South Africa has acceded to the Geneva Conventions, 
which govern the treatment of prisoners of war, and 
recently ratified the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. The South African state has yet to commit itself 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, and the Convention against Torture, 
among others. 


South Africa and Swaziland are the only two Southern 
African countries that have not ratified the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. 


As well as encouraging South Africa to join the world 
community in committing itself to the treaties, Al is lob- 
bying support for a regional Human Rights Commission 
(HRC) for Southern Africa. The idea of a regional HRC 
emerged from a meeting of Southern African Develop- 
ment Community (SADC) foreign ministers last year, 
and is on the agenda of the forthcoming SADC summit. 
Al is to launch a campaign to ensure that the proposal 
is not blocked by hostile forces at the summit. 


Kamminga said the international treaties and the pres- 
ence of the regional HRC would provide an “insurance 
policy" for South African citizens, since a constitutional 
bill of rights was in itself not a sufficient guarantee 
against human rights abuses. 


"I was impressed with the constitutional discussions in 
South Africa, which made people think about things — 
but implementation is what counts. The Soviet Union, 
for example, had a beautiful constitution. If South Africa 
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signed treaties, it would be bound by international law 
to the protection of human rights." 


Kamminga said regionally based human rights agree- 
ments such as the proposed Southern African HRC had 
proved particularly effective watchdogs. In Europe, for 
example, the majority of cases reported to the European 
Human Rights Commission had proved successful. 


"Governments can’t afford not to comply," Kamminga 
noted. 


Police Roadblocks Net Over 600 Arrests in Gauteng 


MB2407063895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Police involved in the ongoing 
police community safety plan arrested more than 600 
people at roadblocks and in various swoops in Gauteng 
this weekend. A police spokesman said suspects were 
arrested for crimes, including murder, attempted murder, 
arson, theft, the illegal possession of firearms, illegal 
immigration, possession of drugs, and drunken driving. 
More than 30 roadblocks were set up since Friday, 
and more than 5,000 people and 5,000 vehicles and 
premises were searched. The blitz was part of the police 
community safety plan, in terms of which there will be 
Ongoing actions against crime nationwide. 


South African Press Review for 21 Ju! 
MB2107130595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


No Arms Sales Policy — "Sniping at Armscor [Arma- 
ments Corporation of South Africa] has become just 
about everybody’s favourite pastime," according to a 
page-10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in Eng- 
lish on 21 July. However, the country lacks an arms 
sales policy. "A Cabinet committee has yet to announce 
its recommendations.” In the meantime, the country has 
turned down an order from Turkey for a 1.2 billion 
rands weapons contract, reportedly because of Turkey’s 
human rights abuses against Kurdish rebels. "So the pi- 
ous Claptrap continues. We may, in terms of Armscor’s 
Classification system, sell arms to Turkey but won’t 
this time. That is not going to stop Ankara acquiring 
weapons from its NATO allies." THE STAR believes 
there is an “economic side" to the arms issue and the 
weapons industry is important as "a developer of hi- 
tech systems, not necessarily military. Exposing alleged 
Armscor rogues may be the politically correct thing to 
do, but it’s no substitute for a realistic policy." 
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Truth Commission — A second editorial on the same 
page sees problems arising from the establishment of 
the Truth Commission. "First, the gross public overex- 
pectation that murk will evaporate and be replaced by 
some translucency. Forget it. The best there can be is 
a fractional reduction of the murk. Second, the dread 
prospect that South Africa will put so much energy into 
exploring the wrongs of an age of war that the will to 
build an age of peace is lost." THE STAR says "credible 
personnel" should be appointed to the Truth Commis- 
sion, and then the Commission should "get on with it 
and get it over, flaws and all." 


SOWETAN 


Truth Commission — Central to whether the Truth 
Commission will in fact be able to carry out its 
tasks, “is its composition,” says a page-10 editorial 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 21 July. 
The appointment of commissioners based on political 
considerations or bias would "irreparably" damage the 
credibility of the entire commission as wel: as that 
of the government. SOWETAN maintains that the 
process of seeking truth and reconciliation "remains 
imperfect." "For instance, it seems, as a result of 
political horse-trading, to equate the wrongs committed 
by the enforcers of apartheid (which the world labelled 
a crime against humanity) to those done by people who 
fought racial oppression and lack of democracy. In the 
view of the majority, apartheid was the original sin that 
drove thousands to take up arms and use violence to 
fight for their freedom." 


NEW NATION 


Truth Commission — Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English on 21 July in a page-10 editorial warns against 
undue delay in the appointment of commissioners to 
the Truth Commission, and further says: "Already, 
there are suggestions that unless the Truth Commission 
adequately represents all political interests, it will be 
robbed of the necessary credibility. This is dangerous. 
Government must not succumb to pressure from those 
that seek to employ arguments in favour of national 
reconciliation to taint the political impartiality of the 
Truth Commission." 


THE CITIZEN 


Truth Commission — "If we see in the Truth Commis- 
sion the danger of a witchhunt that can destroy, rather 
than promote, reconciliation, it is because the very ob- 
ject of the Truth Commission is to expose what hap- 
pened in the years of apartheid, to get members of 
the security forces to confess their ‘sins’ for the sake 
of amnesty, and to establish gross violations of human 
rights, as well as grant reparations to the victims,” says 
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the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 20 July. "But we do not think the ANC is 
out to record its own violations as much as to deal with 
what it regards as the crimes of the apartheid govern- 
ment. And there lies the danger of the whole truth probe 
becoming a process aimed at the previous government 
and their agents in a dirty war that was fought by both 
sides." 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Test of ANC-COSATU Relationship — A page-4 edi- 
torial in Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN in Eng- 
lish for 21-27 July comments on Manpower Minister 
Tito Mboweni’s involvement in the labor negotiations 
among organized labor, business, and the government. 
Mboweni made "skilful use of secrecy when it was nec- 
essary and publicity when it would force everyone’s 
hand. He knocked heads together in his own charming 
way. But that was the easy part. The real test is going 
to come in the next few years when we see whether 
all three partners have the resources and commitment 
to make work the institutions and practices created by 
the new law. And the real test of the complex ANC- 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
relationship is still to come.” 


South African Press Review for 24 Jul 
MB24071 14995 


{[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Local Elections ‘Priority’ — A page-8 editorial in Jo- 
hannesburg THE STAR in English on 24 July notes 
that President Mandela has recognized that local elec- 
lions “may be impossible in some areas on November 
1." However, THE STAR applauds his decision not to 
postpone the poll in three-quarters of the country. "It 
would be counterproductive to allow demarcation dis- 
putes in Gauteng, KwaZulu/Natal and the Western Cape 
to bring the whole process of political development to 
a grinding halt." As long as the polls are " ‘substantially 
free and fair’ they "must be a priority." 


SOWETAN 


Crime Prevention ‘Loopholes’ — Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 24 July in a page-10 editorial wel- 
comes Gauteng Member of the Executive Council for 
Satety and Security Jesse Duarte’s efforts and those of 
her department to combat crime in the province. How- 
ever, the paper points to "loopholes" that affect the ef- 
forts of the police. The first of these is that "with so 
many policemen involved in roadblocks and patrols, se- 
rious investigation into crime and the tracking down of 
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criminals will take.a back seat." Another loophole is 
the practice of the Justice Ministry to "indiscriminately 
grant bail to offenders." Furthermore, when criminals 
are sentenced to prison the Correctional Services Min- 
istry "releases them ‘because the jails are too full’." 


BUSINESS DAY: 


Criticism of Planned Parliamentary Quotas — Those 
arguing for parliamentary. quotas in the final constitution 
"are on shaky ground," according to a page-4 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 24 
July. "The idea that half our parliamentarians should 
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be decreed to be women is well meaning but mistaken." 
If gender is one category in which representation can be 
demanded then a proportion of MP’s should be selected 
because of their "religion, their age, their physical 
handicaps, their home language and, in an echo of the 
past, their race." This is not what Provincial Affairs 
and Constitutional Development Ucputy Minister Vallie 
Moosa says he wants, "but it is where his argument 
leads." "Moosa should be encouraging more women 
to go into politics, and examining his party’s selection 
policies, not arguing for a return to job reservation." 
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Angola 
Defense Minister Pedale Dies After Long Illness 


MB2207144095 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Jul 95 


(Communique issyed by the Angolan Government — 
read by announcer] 


(FBIS Translated Text] The government of the Repub- 
lic of Angola regrets to inform the Angolan and inter- 
national public opinion that Angolan Defense Minister 
General Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale died in London on 
22 July after a long illness. The Republic of Angola 
Government sends its heartfelt condolences to the be- 
reaved family. Funeral arrangements will be announced 
soon. 


FAA Launches Attack on UNITA Military Positions 


MB2407073995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) It might sound incredible, but 
reports of war continue to reach us from Lunda Norte 
Province. A communique issued by the military com- 
mand of UNITA’s [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] armed forces reports a number of 
provocative operations launched by the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA]. 


On 21 July, the FAA attacked UNITA military positions 
in the Cambulo area, near [words indistinct]. 


At 0500 on 22 July, the FAA attacked UNITA military 
positions in an attempt to take (Mbuia), usiny 76-mm 
long-range guns and BMP-1’s [tank]. The go -rnment 
army, using ZP1-23 guns, attacked Sagulungo, Cossa, 
and Barraca villages and Sanjar commune, massacring 
defenseless civilians. 


The communique says the operations were led by FAA 
Lieutenant Colonel Joao Domingos, whose command 
post is in (Zaje). Major Manhoso Camuasso Jose Maria 
is in charge of the operational command. The UNITA 
Military Command has called on the UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3 to take action. 


Exchanges of artillery fire have been reported in 
(Epoacha), Huambo Province, over the past four days. 
Our correspondent reports that the attacks are designed 
to prevent the free movement of people and goods in 
Caala region. People from government areas usually 
travel on the Caala road to buy goods at some of the 
busiest markets in UNITA-administered areas. 


Meanwhile on 15 July, FAA members executed Ze- 
ferino Jamba, an elder from Cuilo village. Two other 
civilians were wounded and six head of cattle stolen. 
The FAA members were led by Major Samba Marim- 
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bondo. The residents have condemned the incident and 
called for the quick confinement of all troops to bar- 
racks. 


Mozambique 


Chissano: Country Ready To Join Commonwealth 


MB2107192195 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[Passages in italics recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique is making great 
strides in joining the Commonwealth. President Joaquim 
Chissano says the country is ready to join the Common- 
wealth but will continue to use Portuguese as its official 
language. 


[Chissano]We will join the Commonwealth if we are 
welcome because we only see advantages in doing so. 
So we are willing to join the Commonwealth. 


Diplomatic consultations for Mozambique’s adherence 
to the Commonwealth began a long time ago, and 
the country already has received funding from the 
organization. 


[Unidentified correspondent]Are we going to join the 
Commonwealth because of the economic problems the 
country is facing? 


[Chissano]/ already have commented on that. It is be- 
cause we are linked to many Commonwealth countries. 
We are surrounded by Commonwealth countries. So it 
will be easy to cooperate with them in various fields. By 
joining the Commonwealth, we will gain a great many 
economic, cultural, and other advantages without ex- 
cluding the advantages of belonging to similar associ- 
ations. So we are willing to join the Commonwealth. 
If a condition for our membership were that we should 
cease cooperating with Portugal, Brazil, or the Luso- 
phone African countries, or stop speaking Portuguese 
or relinquish our culture, we would not join the organi- 
zation because that would be denying our own identity. 


Recently, the Portuguese media reported that Por- 
tuguese Prime Minister Cavaco Silva was worried about 
Mozambique’s intention of becoming a Commonwealth 
member. 


[Chissano]Circles in Portugal fear that Mozambique’s 
adherence to the Commonwealth could mean that we will 
stop speaking Portuguese and adopt English. That is not 
true. We attend Francophone summits, but Mozambique 
is not known as a French-speaking country. : 
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Mocumbi Interviewed on Land Accord With S. 
Africa 


MB2107101095 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
15 Jul95 p2 


[Interview with Prime Minister Pascoal Mocumbi by 
Hilario Cossa and Benedito Gomane on 13 July; place 
not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [NOTICIAS] Mr. Prime Minis- 
ter, would you please brief us on the situation regarding 
the coming of Afrikaans farmers to Mozambique. 


[Mocumbi] Negotiations on the issue that are under 
way between Mozambique and South Africa are within 
the framework of the government's program for the 
next five years, which views agriculture as one of the 
sectors that may in the short or medium term bring 
immediate benefits to the population and our economy, 
thereby fulfilling Mozambique’s global development 
process. Assessing the national and regional situation, 
the government realized that this was a good step and 
of mutual benefit, taking into account the fact that our 
country is at peace, "apartheid" has been eliminated, 
and there is stability in the region. As you know, in 
the past we defined agriculture as the basis for our 
development and industry as a propelling factor. This 
principle that was established in the early years of 
independence is still applicable. We have land, water, 
and human resources whose technology, unfortunately, 
does not permit better land revenues. That is why we 
always search for partners to assist Mozambicans to 
improve this situation through the adoption of agrarian 
production technology. This is what the government has 
tried to do since Mozambique’s independence. 


When the South Africans approached us expressing their 
interest in cooperation, we accepted. So this is the back- 
ground [preceding word in English]. Fortunately, Pres- 
idents Mandela and Chissano established the necessary 
political framework when they signed the protocol of 
intent during President Chissano’s visit to South Africa. 
It was then that we created a working group within 
the Council of Ministers that is assisted by a technical 
group. This group is doing the utmost for the program 
to be carried out this year. Since the land issue is deli- 
cate in both Mozambique and South Africa, we thought 
it better to establish serious foundations, that is, basic 
principles for us to be able to carry out concrete ven- 
tures in which those interested — both South African 
and Mozambican farmers — can have protection guar- 
antees for their property and their rights. 


[NOTICIAS] What is the level of mandate of the 
government’s team? Up to what extent can this team 
negotiate? 
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[Mocumbi] Since the general framework, the protocol 
of intention between Presidents Mandela and Chissano 
has been established, they have the mandate to negotiate 
the basic principles of the protocol. There will be a very 
advanced stage, that of drafting the protocol’s basic 
principles. The document is already in the hands of 
those who make decisions in Mozambique and in South 
Africa. The technical group already has done its work, 
and the ball is thus in the court of the ministers, and 
within a few days I will receive recommendations from 
the ministerial group. I already have told my assistant 
what issues must be decided by the Council of Ministers. 


[NOTICIAS] When will the Council of Ministers hold 
a session on the issue? 


{Mocumbi] The technical working group already has 
handed over the document and the ministers will work 
on it on 13 July and after its conclusion will give it to 
me. 


[NOTICIAS] The coming of "boer" farmers is in a way 
worrying Mozambican farmers. The government says 
they will not have problems. What guarantees does the 
government give farmers? 


[Mocumbi] I would like Mozambicans to trust their gov- 
ernment, whose actions are based on the Mozambican 
Constitution. I do not see any reason for Mozambicans 
to be concerned about their rights on their property, 
and in this particular case, regarding their land. The 
Mozambican Constitution is firm — the land cannot be 
sold to foreigners. So the government cannot violate this 
law. This is the Wrst point. Secondly, the government is 
concerned about finding a way out of problems faced 
by Mozambique. We want our country, which has land 
and water, to??Pon of enhancing our land, and we want 
Mozambicans to benefit from knowledge resulting from 
coexistence with those who are more advanced than us 
in technology. 


I do not know any country that developed only with its 
citizens. In the United States for instance, development 
took place after coexistence between Americans and 
people from other nations who went to work in the 
United States. Even South Africa is not developing only 
with South Africans — Mozambicans are contributing 
to that country’s development; we have many citizens 
in the mines and other sectors. 


In the case of South Africans coming to Mozambique, 
the political problems they are facing will be dealt with. 
I am referring to South Africans of Dutch origin. There 
are some in this group who would like to have a piece 
of land in South Africa just for them. They told us 
that the "Volkstaat [Afrikaner state)" problem will be 
solved in South Africa, not in Mozambique. Here they 
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want the possibility to show what they can do with land 
— of course for their benefit, they will not work just 
to feed Mozambicans. They will work for their own 
subsistence and to benefit the country they are working 
in. This is our concern — we have guarantees, that 
is why we involved both governments for the defense 
of Mozambique’s interests. The governments guarantee 
this and if there is a political problem, both governments 
will deal with them. If a Mozambican or South African 
citizen involved in this joint agriculture project puts 
the region’s stability at stake, the governments will 
intervene and take measures. The Mozambican and 
South African Governments want stability, and stability 
is achieved through production, economic development, 
as well as the elimination of conflicting factors. That is 
why we are dealing with this issue carefully, assessing 
all eventual advantages and disadvantages. 


[NOTICIAS] But it seems that the South African 
side wants the accord to be signed today, while the 
Mozambicans ... 


[Mocumbi] No, that is not the case, I think this is a 
wrong perception of the issue. The mandate I gave to 
our negotiating team after consultations with President 
Chissano was that we should deal with the issue quickly 
in view of the implementation of the government’s 
program. We have to produce results from the first year 
of the implementation of the government’s program. 
Taking into account that the agricultural season begins 
between August and September, my guideline was that 
they should do the utmost so that we do not lose 
the 1995-96 agricultural season. To this effect, we 
instructed both sides to take into account the agricultural 
timetable, otherwise we would have to begin in the 
1996-97 season, and we would have lost two years in 
the government’s program. 


[NOTICIAS] The South Africans say an accord may be 
signed this week. 


[Mocumbi] They say so because while both technical 
teams entered their final stage of negotiations in South 
Africa and the South Africans had the opportunity to 
consult with their authorities as the negotiations were 
unfolding, the Mozambican team was only able to do 
sO upon returning home. They did so on 13 July when I 
asked them to brief the Council of Ministers, before the 
meeting of the inter ministerial commission, to speed 
up the process. I also requested this team to provide 
information to both the inter ministerial commission and 
the Council of Ministers simultaneously. That is why the 
South Africans are saying that the accord is near, since 
they have already discussed everything and are awaiting 
Mozambique’s response on important points, taking into 
account that both sides need to reach a final agreement. 
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[NOTICIAS] Considering what the parties have worked 
on, do you believe a definite accord will be reached? 


{[Mocumbi] I believe an accord will be reached since 
both parties are willing to reach an agreement. Any 
difficult point will be set aside, and an agreement will 
be reached on some issues. 


[NOTICIAS] Many Mozambican farmers complain that 
they do not own land, that is why they are afraid of 
losing it. How will this problem be dealt with? 


{[Mocumbi] No farmer will be forced to give up land 
against his will or to form an association with a partner 
he does not wish to work with by government order. 
This is a firm principle and Mozambicans have nothing 
to fear. Even if a Mozambican does not have land title 
deeds, no one will force him to "join the South Africans 
under threats of losing his land"! 


Should what we called, geographic place, early in the 
program be accepted by the South African side, there 
will be no risk of a similar situation. I have learnt that 
there are Mozambican farmers who are interested in 
the project and’ are individually speaking to the South 
African counterparts. Representatives of Mozambican 
farmers interested in participating in the process are 
included in the technical team. Everything discussed 
with the technical team was not only with government 
members but Mozambican farmers as well, at least 
those from the southern region, where there are more 
land problems. In the case of other provinces, during 
visits made by the South Africans they held talks with 
provincial governments and representatives of farmers 
interested in projects of this nature. 


[NOTICIAS] How will the use of land be accommo- 
dated by the South Africans, will they work alone or 
through a joint venture system [preceding two words in 
English]? 


{[Mocumbi] It is their choice since the two options will 
be open. If a South African wants to work with a partner 
the government has no objections. If a South African 
farmer wants to have a single venture, it is up to him, 
the option is open. It will be a system in which they 
hire the land for a fixed period. 


[NOTICIAS] Will the government allocate land to the 
South Africans? 


{Mocumbi] One cannot cultivate in the air, but on a 
piece of land. We have to define, for instance, that a 
certain South African would produce on 100 or 200 
hectars, depending on his capacity and land available in 
that area, in conformity with the Mozambican law. 


[NOTICIAS] Will there be a fixed place earmarked for 
the South Africans? 
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[Mocumbi] On the contrary, this will be in accordance 
with each proposal forwarded by the South Africans, in 
accordance with basic principles agreed upon. 


[NOTICIAS] Is there already a judicial framework 
in the country on the situation of immigrants? A 
framework in which it is stipulated for instance whether 
the South Africans can build schools or churches? 


{Mocumbi] Our law does not prohibit any foreign 
national to work on land and profit from it. It is on 
this principle that we seek investors who are interested 
in developing the land for the production of food and 
other commodities for consumption in Mozambique and 
for exports. Only those who know how to produce will 
invest in Mozambique. We have foreign nationals who 
did not come to cultivate but are working in several 
sectors. They have been here for 10 to 15 years. Some of 
them have been in the country since independence and 
others are seeking Mozambican citizenship, however, 
everything is being done in conformity with the law. 


Regarding immigration policy, we do not yet have 
any, but we will later on define how many foreign 
nationals we an receive per year for the different 
sectors. However, we have not yet studied the issue, 
we have (0! defined an immigration policy. 


In addition ‘0 that, we must consider whether foreigners 
can open their schools here. We have here a French 
school, an American school, and there is an international 
school. We were asked permission informally and at 
short notice. The government assessed those schools’ 
conditions and statutes. It decided to give them the 
go-ahead, as long as Mozambican citizens are also 
allowed to join them. As you must be aware, there 
are Mozambicans attending the French, Portuguese, and 
other foreign schools here. This is the practice and, 
as far as I know, no one has contested it yet. As for 
churches, we did not state that the South Africans can 
have churches but in Mozambique anyone can follow a 
religion. Any person can pray as he or she deems fit. 


[NOTICIAS] The Mozambican Government negotiating 
team is holding talks with the “boer" farmers’ union. 
Why are the talks not being held between the Mozam- 
bican and South African Governments? 


[Mocumbi] The two governments reached an under- 
standing that both approved of agricultural coopera- 
tion. Permission was granted for the Transvaal Farm- 
ers’ Union and the Free State Farmers’ Union to enter 
into talks with the Mozambican Government, to begin 
negotiating, and to make a statement of intent to imple- 
ment the decisions which are made. You do not just deal 
with something without giving it some serious consider- 
ation first. There was an initiative by the South African 
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Government and we made a recommendation concern- 
ing the promoter and the interlocutor. We tried to be 
practical and we have dealt with those appointed who 
enjoy the South African Government’s support. We can 
request the South African Government’s intervention at 
any time if we feel the principles agreed on by the two 
governments are threatened in some way. 


Internally, we have our team of representatives of 
Mozambican agricultural unions. They represent Agrar- 
ius, the Small and Intermediate Farmers’ Association, 
and the National Farmers’ Union. All wanted to help 
the government in this negotiation process. 


[NOTICIAS] What is being done internally to ensure 
that this process comes to a successful conclusion? 


([Mocumbi] Internally, we have informed the various 
provincial governments where there is a potential inter- 
est. There have been contacts with those governments 
and we have sent teams to explain the process. Those 
teams have included Mozambican Government officials 
and representatives of our South African partners. This 
allowed both sides to ask all the questions that needed 
to be asked before the process went on any further. 


[NOTICIAS] Which provinces are the South Africans 
most interested in? 


[Mocumbi] The provinces in which Mozambique [as 
published] is most interested are: Niassa, in the north; 
Zambezia, Tete, and Sofala, in the center; and, in the 
south, we showed Maputo and Gaza Provinces have 
possibilities. In fact, the visit paid by the Transvaal 
premier is an indication of the farmers’ interest. It also 
shows the government is interested. The government 
team was accompanied by businessmen, so it is not just 
in the interest of the "boers." While things are not ripe 
enough, it is too soon to say they are already here, 
they will grow crops on such and such lands, and so 
forth. We have not arrived at that stage yet. We are still 
discussing basic principles. Without them, we do not 
want South African investors with those characteristics 
arriving in our country. [sentence as published] 


[NOTICIAS] Does the coming of the South Africans 
have anything to do with what was called at one 
stage the paradise on earth, the "Mahedco" [expansion 
unknown]? 


{Mocumbi}] I would have liked Mozambique to be 
paradise everywhere. I get really disturbed when I travel 
by land or by air and I see large stretches of unworked 
land. This is particularly the case when I cross the border 
with South Africa or Swaziland by aircraft. On the 
Mozambican side there is only bush. You know where 
Mozambique is at once. It is a devastating picture and, 
to make it worse, we even have more water here than 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


18 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


they do in Swaziland or South Africa. In fact, one of 
the things that made South African farmers interested in 
Mozambique was the fact that, the further north you go, 
the further you are from the desert spreading outward 
from the Kalahari. 


[NOTICIAS] So the Mozambican Government does not 
expect any negative developments in that entire proces..? 


{Mocumbi] If there are any negative aspects, we have 
tried to exclude them from the draft accord. If these 
talks are taking their time, that is because we are aware 
precisely that there might be negative developments. If 
we fail to take into account the specific conditions of 
Mozambique and South Africa, we could well be onto 
a project with disastrous consequences for this country. 


[NOTICIAS] When do you expect the agreement to be 
signed? 


{Mocumbi] I cannot say exactly at this stage. I might 
be able to comment if the inter ministerial commission's 
report had already reached my hands, but it has not. 


Renamo: Frelimo’s Dual Administration 
‘Scapegoat’ 

MB2207151995 Maputc Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Raul Domingos, an MP and 
member of National Political Commission of the 
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Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo], said in 
Tete that Frelimo (Mozambique Liberation Front] 
intends to use the question of dual administration as 
a sCapegoat to justify the government's shortcomings. 
Raul Domingos said Frelimo is acting in bad faith 
when it accuses Renamo of refusing to reintegrate areas 
formerly under its control, suggesting that Renamo is 
incompetent. 


Raul Domingos ends his visit to Tete on 22 July, 
during which he met Renamo members, MP’s, and local 
businessmen. 


Renamo Said Holding Former Bases in Gaza 


MB2207155795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Chigubo is the only Gaza 
Province district with dual administration still in place, 
particularly in Dindiza and Nhanale, where two of the 
three main Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
bases were situated during the war. Chigubo District Ad- 
ministrator Boavida Cuco says men believed to be de- 
mobilized Renamo soldiers live in those areas, forcibly 
keeping dozens if not hundreds of citizens under their 
control. Boavida Cuco says unlike other political par- 
ties, which are based in Saute, Chigubo District’s cap- 
ital, Renamo’s delegation is still in Nhanale. [passage 
omitted] 
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Liberia 
Peace Talks in Trouble; Factions Demand More 
Power 


AB2207185095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The peace talks among 
Liberia’s warring factions in Monrovia have run into 
more problems this afternoon. Already it is weakened 
by the absence of NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia] Charles Taylor and the shilly-shallying 
of his NPFL delegation. ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] leader, Alhaji 
Kor mah, has also been absent. And now another 
spanner has been thrown into the works by Koromah’s 
ULiMO rival, Roosevelt Johnson, who wants the 
renegotiation of the power- sharing agreements. From 
Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this report. 


Conference sources said Roosevelt Johnson had rejected 
a previous power-sharing deal si. —rwith =the rival 
Alhaji Koromah ULIMO faction and y. |. not honor any 
agreement coming out of the current round of talks. 
The two sides last week agreed at a meeting with 
the Liberia Women’s Initiative, a pressure group, that 
Johnson’s group will take the post of the speaker of the 
new government whilst Koromah’s faction occupies the 
ULIMO slot on the Council of State. Conference sources 
said Johnson demanded this morning that the National 
Security Agency and Ministry of Finance also be given 
to his ULIMO faction. The two ULIMO factions left 
the meeting and were told to sort out their differences 
before returning. 


But up to this afternoon, no compromise had been 
reached. Meanwhile the talks went ahead in the early 
afternoon with the adoption of a draft agreement em- 
powering the incoming council to sign bilateral treaties 
with countries bordering Liberia to halt the flow of arms 
into the country. No definite date has been set up so far 
for a cease-fire among the factions or the sitting of the 
incoming council. 


Factions Agree on Need for Cease-Fire 


AB2107153395 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Liberia’s warring factions and 
politicians meeting in Monrovia have agreed on the 
need for a comprehensive cease-fire and disarmament. 
They have also agreed on a simple majority instead of 
consensus in the decision-making process in the six- 
man Council of State. The delegates are, however, yet 


WEST AFRICA 19 


to 2gree on a timetable for the installation of the Council 
of State. The ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States]-sponsored conference being boycotted 
by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia led by Mr. 
Charles Taylor, is the first of its kind in Liberia since 
the var broke out in 1989. Ghanaian facilitators are at 
the meeting. 


Peace Meeting Ends; Resolutions Adopted 


AB2107184595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Liberian peace meeting in 
Monrovia which is trying to push the peace process 
forward has come up with a series of resolutions 
on a cease-fire, on the chairmanship of the ruling 
council, disarmament, and the enforcement of the peace 
agreements but overshadowing it all is the absence of 
warlords Alhaji Koromah and Charles Taylor, and of 
Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
delegates who’ ve seemed unable to make up their minds 
whether they are in or out of the talks. From Monrovia, 
Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


Liberian factions attending the talks at the Conference 
Center today adopted a draft agreement calling ‘ r 
an unconditional cease-fire before the establishment 
of the country’s new Transitional Council. Sources 
at the conference said the factions also agreed that 
disarmament would begin two weeks after the council 
first sits. They said the timetable for the council to 
begin work would be decided after consultations with 
. COMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], and the UN 
military observer mission in Liberia. The parties rejected 
a proposal by the Inter-Faith Mediation Commitiee 
of religious leaders to reconsider the appointment of 
90-year-old Chief Tamba Taylor as chairman of the 
incoming Transitional Council. The parties reaffirmed 
their desire for factions violating peace agreements to 
be punished, saying such penalties should include their 
suspension from the government. 


Charles Taylor's NPFL has remained conspicuously 
absent from the talks. NPFL delegates who showed up 
in the corridors this afternoon confirmed that two senior 
members of their delegation have returned to Gbarnga 
in central Liberia for consultations. 


Representatives of Alhaji Koromah’s faction of 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia] said today that their leader had been unable 
to attend the talks personally because he had gone to 
Upper Lofa Region to assess the health situation in 
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the area. Isaac Quawah, who is Koromah’s secretary 
general, told me any decision taken here is binding. 


Peace Talks Suspended For One Week 


AB2307161595 Paris AFP in English 
1422 GMT 23 Jul 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, 23 Jul (AFP) 
— Peace talks aimed at finally ending Liberia’s five- 
year civil war were suspended Sunday [23 July] for 
one week while regional leaders are given a progress 
report, delegates said. An inter-factional delegation is 
to travel on Monday to Accra in Ghana to present a 
progress report to leaders of the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS) due to attend an 
annual summit in the Ghanaian capital this week, they 
said. 


The resumption of talks has been scheduled for July 
31. The Monrovia meeting opened on July 18 and was 
aimed at narrowing differences among Liberia’s seven 
militias. It followed a six-month stalemate over the 
make-up of a proposed new ruling council to govern the 
country during the transition to an elected government. 


One delegate said "substantial progress” has been made 
including "agreements" on an unconditional ceasefire, 
disarmament, the installation of a new transitional gov- 
ernment and agreement that elderly traditional chief 
Tamba Taylor will head a proposed new six- member 
collective presidency. But a delegation of one key mili- 
tia, Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front (NPFL), 
walked out on the first day. The four delegates aban- 
doned a closed-door session shortly after it began, blam- 
ing alleged "irregularities." It was still unclear Sunday 
whether the NPFL would accept the decisions made at 
the meeting. 


Observers doubt any peace agreement can work without 
the NPFL’s support, as it still controls large parts of 
the ruined country from its headquarters at Gbarnga, 
160 kilometres (100 miles) northeast of Monrovia. The 
other six militias all took part, although neither Taylor 
nor Alhaji Koromah, the head of the Mandingo wing of 
the United Liberation Movement (ULIMO), attended in 


person. 


A disagreement over job-sharing between the two 
ULIMO militias which marred Saturday’s talks also 
appeared to have been “resolved” in late-night talks, 
delegates said but gave no details. They also accepted 
that representatives of national and international human 
rights organizations should help monitor any future 
ceasefire. But no dates for the seating of a new gov- 
ernment, a ceasefire, and no schedule for disarmament 
have been given. [passage omitted] 
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Niger 


President to Rule ‘by Decree’ To Solve Crisis 


AB2207180995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president of Niger, Ma- 
hamane Ousmane, has said he is prepared to govern by 
decree in order to resolve the country’s political crisis. 
In an interview with the BBC, he said he would use all 
means at his disposal and if necessary, govern by pres- 
idential decree to ensure the smooth running of Niger's 
institutions. 


Officials, Others Meet on Communique Suspension 


AB2207162795 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 21 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A meeting was held this after- 
noon at the headquarters of the Entente Council between 
the Higher Communications Council [CSC] and man- 
agers and employees of public and private media houses. 
Discussions at this meeting centered on the CSC’s de- 
cision to suspend broadcasting statements from political 
parties, labor unions, and associations on the constitu- 
tional crisis which has rocked our country since 6 July. 
Karimou Sheriff Maiga: 


[Maiga] This meeting was convened in the wake of 
the general outrage caused by tie CSC’s communique. 
The council’s aim was to explain to the managers of 
public and private media houses and to journalists the 
main reasons that led it to make its decision: to avoid 
exacerbating the crisis and sustaining the controversy 
and to tone down the excitement on all sides. According 
to CSC Chairman Daouda Diallo, this suspension is 
not a censorship, let alone a gagging of the press. 
Indeed, the chairman continued, the CSC did not ban 
the use of other forms of journalistic expression like 
commentaries, interviews, and debates on the crisis. 


{Begin Diallo recording) We have been accused of 
violating the Constitution and censoring and gagging 
the press. Our reply is that we have not violated the 
Constitution. Violating the Constitution on ov: part 
would mean adopting measures that enable pevple to 
express themselves, but this is not the case. [sentence 
as heard] Gagging [the press] would bear the same 
feature. Censorship is exactly the opposite of what we 
have done, because censorship means taking a piece of 
information and purging it of what one may think is 
inconvenient, or what one cannot be inconvenient. This 
is not the case. There has been neither violation of the 
Constitution nor censorship of the press. In suspending 
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the broadcasting of communiques, we did not say no one 
should speak of the crisis. The evidence is that people 
continue to do so. In all the newspapers published, there 
have been commentaries wr.iten, legitimately, on the 
crisis at the level of the Executive. There is no press 
freedom as long as the journalist does not exercise 
freedom along with a sense of responsibility in the 
gathering, processing, and broadcasting of information. 
Whea a journalist has no control over information, 
the freedom to inform does not exist. What exists is 
merely the freedom to broadcast. Period. But, regardless 
of this fundamental concern which at any rate must 
materialize, we Cannot continue to act just like that. In 
any case, the suspension of communiques is provisional, 
and must come to an end. The fair treatment of political 
organizations, labor movements, and associations and 
their access to the press does not mean they should 
limit themselves to just writing communiques. Well, 
they may do so, but there is much more to be done 
than just that. [end recording] 


(Maiga] During the debate which followed the explana- 
tions of the CSC chairman, several speakers expressed 
concern about this decision and raised questions on the 
Situation prevailing currently in the media sector in gen- 
eral and the public media in particular. The CSC chair- 
man seized the opportunity offered by the meeting to 
brief the participants on the resourceless situation in 
which his institution finds itself. Finally, Daouda Diallo 
stressed the CSC’s determination to set up, as soon as 
possible, the press council whose main duty will be to 
see to it that journalists observe the ethics of their trade. 


Tuareg Rebel Movements Form New Coordination 


AB2107153095 Paris AFP in French 
1304 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Abidjan, 21 Jul (AFP) — 
According to a communique issued in Abidjan today, 
six movements of the former Tuareg rebel group have 
formed a new “oordination of the Armed Resistance 
[CRA] and announced that they do not feel “bound in 
any way" by the peace process in its “current form.” 
The communique, which was sent to the AFP offices 
in Abidjan, was date’’"ed 18 July from the Tenere 
region in northeastern Agadez, some 750 km northeast 
of Niamey. 


The new CRA led by Mano Dayak holds the Niger 
authorities "entirely responsible for the breakdown" in 
the peace process. Furthermore, it "denounces the way 
in which the Niger authorities are handling the peace 
process," accusing them of not keeping any of their 
pledges. According to the CRA, "prisoners have still 
not been released despite pledges made by the Niger 
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authorities for over three months now," and "no steps 
have been taken to check banditry.” 


The former CRA was created in February 1994, and 
was also led by Mano Dayak. That year, it headed 
the negotiations that led to the signing of the peace 
talks which put an end to the three-year conflict in 
northern Niger. However, that CRA faced a split in 
March 1994 only a month before the conclusion of 
the peace accords, which were finally signed by a 
new movement, the Armed Resistance Organization 
[ORA]. At the beginning of July, a senior Niger official 
expressed government concern over the "creation of new 
fronts" and "splits" within the ORA. 


In addition to the Front for the Liberation of Tamoust 
led by Mano Dayak, the new CRA includes the Peo- 
ple’s Army for the Liberation of the North [Armee Pop- 
ulaire de Liberation du Nord, APLN], the Revolution- 
ary Armed Forces, the Democratic Revolutionary Front 
[Front Democratique Revolutionnaire, FDR], and the 
Saharan Revolutionary Armed Front. [number of move- 
ments as received] The last two movements are found 
in the extreme east of the country. 


Nigeria 
AFP Reports 43 ‘Executed’ at Kirikiri Prison 


AB2207123795 Paris AFP in English 
1148 GM7 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, July 22 (AFP) — Forty- 
three people were Saturday [22 July] executed by firing 
squad in the top security prison of Kirikiri, an AFP 
correspondent who attended the execution said here. 


The execution of 10 others due to take place has 
been postponed following official instructions, C.O. 
Odikpo, the chief prison administrator of Lagos state 
told reporters attending the executions. He gave no 
further details. 


Nigeria’s official news agency NAN Friday announced 
53 executions would take place at the top security prison 


of Kirikiri in Lagos. 


The order came as a military court review was expected 
in the cases of 43 people convicted in connection with a 
failed coup attempt in March. Former Nigerian president 
Olusegun Obasanjo was reportedly senten-ed to life in 
prison while his former top deputy and 13 others were 
sentenced to die. 


There has never been an official confirmation of the 
sentences. The report did not specify whether the coup 
plotters were among those to be executed. 


The 53 were found guilty of various acts of armed 
banditry, the official statement carried by NAN said. 
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Nigeria has come under intense international pressure 
to release the convicted men or reduce their sentences. 
Obasanjo in October 1979 became the first African 
military ruler to hand over power to an elected civilian 
regime. 


The Nigerian press has reported that General Shehu 
Musa Yar’adua, who was number two in the military 
government of General Obasanjo, and 13 other soldiers 
sentenced to death in the coup attempt, were transferred 
last week to the Kirikiri prison. 


Obasanjo and six others were sentenced to life in prison, 
the press reported. 


TV Identifies 43 as ‘Armed Robbers’ 


AB2307171195 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 22 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Forty-three out of 53 armed 
robbers condemned to death ii Lagos State were exe- 
cuted at the Kirikiri Maximum Prison this morning. This 
followed the approval by the state government of court 
decisions on the criminals. NTA Ikeja correspondent, 
Ademola Adewoye, reports that there was an order to 
Stay action on the remaining 10. 


[Begin Adewoye recording] (?The execution) at the 
Kirikiri Maximum Prison is the first in about 10 
years. Such executions have always been considered a 
deterrent to others. As early as seven in the morning, 
residents of the Kirikiri area trooped out to witness 
the execution of those, whe for the past few months, 
have made life uneasy for everyone in the state. Many 
innocent citizens have been killed, some maimed, while 
others have been dispossessed of their valuables. 


Stern-looking armed soldiers, policemen, and other law- 
enforcement agents were placed in strategic positions 
in the area. At about half past eight in the morning the 
marksmen arrived at the execution ground foliowed by 
the convicted armed robbers. 


Many of the 53 armed robbers were convicted as 
far back as 1985 but their death warrants have just 
been signed. Forty-three of them were executed in 
four batches. The chief controller of prison services in 
Lagos State, Mr. Christopher Odikpo, said they received 
order from above to stay action on the remaining 10. 
The Lagos State administrator, Colonel Olagbusoye 
Oyinlola, few weeks ago declared war against armed 
robbers in the state. [end recording] 
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Further Details of Execution 
AB2207145895 Paris AFP in English 
1434 GMT 22 Jul 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, Juiy 22 (AFP) — 
Forty-three people were executed by firing squad in the 
top security prison of Kirikiri here Saturday [22 July], 
an AFP correspondent who attended the execution, 
reported. [passages omitted] 


Those killed Saturday were executed in four groups: 
three groups of 12, and a final group of seven people. 


All of them protested their innocence. 


Amid a heavy police and army presence, execution's 
began at 9:30 a.m. (0830 GMT), and ended at 11:00 
a.m. 


Earlier the condemned were driven the 100-metre 
(yards) distance between their cells and the firing squad 
in police vans. 


They were then led manacled and chained to execution 
posts. They were not blind-folded. 


An Irish Catholic priest Patrick Murphy gave absolution 
to the Christians among the condemned, and Imam Issa 
Busari blessed the Muslims. 


Twelve soldiers, wearing camouflage, and with faces 
masked with black wax, carried out the execution with 
semi-automatic rifles under the order of Commander 
S.D. Shaka before a silent crowd of about nearly 3,000 
onlookers. 


One of the condemned, who told journalists his name 
was Moshood Lawal, laughed defiantly and behaved as 
if in a trance as he was shot at least 10 times before 
finally dying. 


Another Mohammed Saleh, 42, who looked haggard 
and emaciated, told journalists he had been condemned 
to death in 1979 for acts of armed banditry, and had 
been since imprisoned in Kirikiri. Like the others, he 
protested his innocence before being shot. 


Three doctors, including one woman, confirmed the 43 
were dead. 


Their bodies were then placed in 
baskets used by the civic autho“ ‘ies. 


. yellow waste 


They will be dumped in a common grave, the authorities 
said. 


Saturday's mass execution was the largest since 68 
military personnel found guilty of plotting a coup d'etat 
against former head of state Ibrahim Babangida in April 
1990 were shot by firing squad. 
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To counter a crime wave sweeping the country, special 
courts dealing with major armed banditry have operated 
for several years throughout Nigeria. 


They are usually presided over by a retired judge and 
composed of civilians and military appointed by the 
military administrator at the head of the various states. 


The last reported executions of criminals condemned of 
common law offences by these courts date back to 1994, 
when groups of 26 and 38 were executed, according to 
press repor's. 


Also last year, for the first time a woman was executed 
by firing squad on charges of murder and armed 
robbery. Her 18-year-old son, found guilty of being her 
accomplice, was also executed. 


Defense Council To Deliberate on Tribunal Report 


AB2307161195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 23 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Defense Council is to meet 
this week to deliberate on the report of the Special Mil- 
itary Tribunal on the coup plotters. The meeting will 
precede that of the Provisional Ruling Council which 
will take a final decision on the tribunal’s recommen- 
dations. The chief of general staff, Lieutenant General 
Oladipo Diya, gave this indication at a dinner last night 
in honor of the South African deputy president, Mr. 
Thabo Mbeki. State House correspondent, Haruna Idriss 
was on hand. 


{Begin Idriss recording] The chief of general staff, who 
was reacting to what he described as a disinformation 
campaign, said no final decision has yet been taken on 
the fate of the coup plotters. He disclosed that a meeting 
of the Defense Council, which has been tentatively fixed 
for Tuesday [25 July], has to take place before the 
Provisional Ruling Council, which is the highest law- 
making body, could meet to take a final decision on the 
coup plotters. 


Gen. Diya gave the assurance that the Provisional 
Ruling Council will look into the details of the trials 
as well as every possible way of showing mercy where 
it is desirable. The chief of general staff also stated 
that the law applied in trying the coup plotters had 
been in place since 1973, and as such had not been 
created by the Federal Administration. The law, Gen. 
Diva added, had provisions for appeal and disclosed 
thai in the present case most of the coup suspects have 
appealed to the Defense Council which will also go 
before the Provisional Ruling Council. 


The chief of general staff expressed appreciation for the 
understanding exhibited by the South African Govern- 
ment toward Nigeria's current political problems as well 
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as for the belief that only Nigerians can find solutions 
tc them. Gen. Diya gave the assurance that government 
wi!l come out with specific details on its transitional 
program on the fourth of October this year. 


In his remarks, the South African deputy president, Mr. 
Thabo Mbeki, said the visit enabled him to have frank 
and honest discussions on the issues with the Nigerian 
Government officials. He stated that South Africa shcres 
a lot of views with Nigeria and stressed the need fur 
their peoples to move in the same direction. 


Present at the vilia were the ministers of foreign af- 
fairs, Chief Tom Ikimni; internal affairs, Alhaji Baba- 
gana Kingibe, and iop government officials. The South 
African deputy president, who arrived in the country on 
a three-day official visit, has since left for home. [end 
recording] 


Radio Condemns ‘Hidden Agenda’ by UK, U.S. 


AB2107124095 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 21 Jul 95 


{Commentary by Michael Okorijo] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] For the second time in one 
week, Nigeria has had cause to protest the negative cam- 
paigns against it by some foreign nations. Last Monday 
[17 July], the Nigerian minister of petroleum resources, 
Chief Dan Etete, summoned the chief executives of two 
leading British oil firms to register Nigeria’s protest, 
and to warn them of the danger they face with the 
continued meddlesomeness of their home countries. On 
Wednesday [19 July], the foreign minister, Tom Ikimi, 
summoned the envoys of Britain and the United States 
and handed them letters, stating in very strong terms 
Nigeria's abhorrence for their seeming collusion with 
Nigerian dissidents. If Britain had dismissed the earlier 
warning with a wave of the hand, as was reported, it 
must now see that Nigeria really means business over 
attempts by some Western nations to direct its affairs 
from their State Houses, but by now, London and Wash- 
ington should know that Abuja is very disappointed that 
they would prefer to put their longstanding relations 
in jeopardy by choosing to view the Nigerian problem 
from an oblique angle. Britain and the United States 
have some of the most developed diplomatic structures 
in the world, and cannot claim to not be well informed 
about the true position of happenings in Nigeria. 


It is very apparent, therefore, that the two Western 
nations took their present positions because they want 
democracy in Nigeria at all costs, but it is unfair for 
them to behave that way, because Nigerians are merely 
seeking the type of democracy that will be best suited to 
their background. It is not our fault that the Westminster 
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and presidential systems have failed here. The truth is 
that the systems are political patchworks that did not 
blend well. Britain and America should [word indistinct] 
with us, and give us the breathing space to fashion out 
a system that will endure. Let us for the purpose of 
argument concede to Britain and America that they are 
citadels of democracy — but they should remember that 
it took them centuries to reach that stage, which even 
now cannot be said to be foolproof. The best they can do 
for democracy, which they are fussing so much about, 
is to assist those aspiring to it to succeed without tears. 
A lesson learned by persuasive instruction goes much 
deeper than one acquired through intimidation. 


Honestly, a good number of people wonder what 
Britain and the United States really want from Nigeria. 
People also wonder what Nigeria has really done 
to deserve the sort of treatment it is getting from 
them. Ever since independence, Nigeria has practiced 
democracy. Even our military administrations have been 
more democratic than some national governments that 
London and Washington have chosen to accommodate. 
Besides, some of their closest allies have never practiced 
democracy, nor are they likely to in the foreseeable 
future. Yet these nations enjoy most-favored status, get 
all sorts of aid, and are left alone to practice their 
dictatorships and oligarchies. Therefore, it can be said 
categorically that these two Western nations have a 
hidden agenda on Nigeria, which the unfortunate crisis 
has he’ped to expose. The dissident Nigerians they are 
harboring and using are merely tools that came in handy. 


Let it be known that the generality of Nigerians are 
not happy that we had another coup situation on our 
hands. The trial and convictions have also brought pain 
and sadness to all Nigerians, particularly those in au- 
thority, who have the painful ordeal of [word indis- 
tinct] the judgments, but a coup is condemnable every- 
where, and its repercussion known to everyone. What 
the international community should do is to appeal to 
the Provisional Ruling Council to temper justice with 
mercy, and spare the lives of those found guilty. By 
resorting to threats and blackmail, the future of the con- 
victed coup plotters is being compromised. However, 
the present Nigerian Government is a listening one, and 
will consider all (?representations) with the magnanim- 
ity for which it has been known. 


Britain and the United States should take another look 
at the 10 points of protest contained in the letters sent 
through their envoys. Their redress is very vital to 
continued cordiality between Lagos and London, and 
Lagos and Washington. It will be foolhardy to disregard 
them out of the feeling that Nigeria is more vulnerable. 
That might turn out to be a dangerous assumption that 
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could harm some of the longest and most valuable 
bilateral relations the world has yet seen. 


Ikimi: Country Not To Compete With U.S., UK 


AB2307204295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Nigerian Military Gov- 
ernment has come under intense pressure in recent days 
over the conviction and sentencing of some 40 coup 
plotters by a military tribunal. The Governments of the 
United States and Britain have expressed concern about 
the secret nature of the trial. There have been several 
international appeals for clemency, and at this weekend 
South Africa’s Deputy President Thabo Mbeki was in 
Nigeria to call for the plotters to be spared, but no one 
knows what sentences were handed down, and the final 
decision on carrying them out won't be taken until a 
meeting of the ruling council on Tuesday [25 July]. On 
the line to Abuja a few minutes ago, Barnaby Philips 
asked Nigeria’s Foreign Minister Tom Ikimi if he could 
confirm that some of the plotters had been sentenced to 
death: 


[Begin recording] [Ikimi] Well, the verdicts have not 
been made public, and anyone who is talking about 
sentences is doing so purely on the basis of speculation. 


[Philips] But you are a minister in the government so, 
can you help us? Have some people been sentenced to 
death? 


(Ikimi] | am a minister and I am a civilian. I am not 
a member of the military. I was not a member of the 
special tribunal. The process which is used is purely 
military, and is in keeping with the existing military 
tradition. This will not be the first time that coup plotters 
have been tried in this country. The law on coup plotting 
was passed in 1976 by former head of state, General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, and it has been used in the past to 
try various coup plotters on various other occasions, and 
the process has been similar to what is going on now. 


[Philips] So, you are saying that you honestly don’t 
know what the sentences are. 


[Ikimi] Of course, I don’t know what the sentences are, 
but I know that the tribunal has completed its work, and 
that it is being processed. I am also aware that either all 
or most of those who were tried have appeals, and these 
appeals are also being processed before they will be sent 
up, you know, to the Provisional Ruling Council. 


[Philips] Can you tell me, Mr. Ikimi, as a minister in this 
government, with all this international condemnation 
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raining down on you this week, you must be feeling 
rather under siege and persecuted? 


{Ikimi] Well, | do not know about international con- 
demnation. I can assure you that, me being a minister. 
I can also assure you that General Abacha, the head 
of state, is deeply upset at the situation that the nation 
is now confronted with that of a former head of state 
being involved in a coup plot. The head of state is a 
true nationalist and a man of peace, and | believe he 
will deal with all issues in a manner that should ensure 
peace and stability in our country, therefore, all those 
who are concerned abroad are not different from those 
of us inside Nigeria. The coup plot has been roundly 
condemned by all Nigerians who are now tired of mil- 
itary coups in this country. 


[Philips] But do you accept the point that Nigeria seems 
becoming something of an international pariah? 


{Ikimi] I do not think so. Nigeria is a big and vast 
country with its own kinds of problems, different from 
the problems that you may have in England or in the 
United States. The United States is enjoying more than 
200 years of independence. Nigeria is only 35. There 
was a Civil war in the United States some time ago. We 
had one 26 years ago. I think the process we are passing 
— of a truly independent African country — is that of, 
you know, a development. 


[Philips] But you call yourself a truly independent 
country, but isn’t it the truth that [if] the Americans 
or the British start putting serious economic pressure 
on you, you'll have to give in? 


[Ikimi] Well, no nation is an island. Nigeria is not go- 
ing to compete with the United Kingdom, the European 
Union or the United States of America. We acknowl- 
edge the power and strength of these countries but we 
also demand that our sovereignty is respected by other 
nations. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Ghanaian President Arrives for Talks With Abacha 


AB2107132195 Paris AFP in English 
1315 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abuja, July 21 (AFP) — 
President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana arrived Friday [21 
July} on a short visit to Nigeria and immediately 
began talks with his Nigerian counterpart, General Sani 
Abacha, an official source told AFP here. 


Rawlings and Abacha met at Abuja Airport, and Rawl- 
ings was to return home later Friday. 


Although the issues to be discussed were not officially 
disclosed, informed sources said Rawlings might urge 
Abacha to grant clemency to 40 military personnel and 
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civilians reportedly sentenced to death or life in prison 
over a failed coup in March. 


Rawlings Comments on Visit, Departs 


AB2107215595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 2] Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Ghanaian leader, Pres- 
ident Jerry Rawlings, was in Nigeria today for con- 
sultation with the head of state, General Sani Abacha. 
[passage omitted] State House correspondent, Mohamed 
Lagbo, reports: 


[Begin recording] [Lagbo] President Jerry Rawlings 
arrived in Abuja shortly before midday today and soon 
after went into closed door meeting with the head of 
state, Gen. Sani Abacha. The meeting lasted nearly 
four hours, after which he spoke to NTA News on the 
purpose of the visit and the outcome of the discussions 
with the head of state. 


[Rawlings] As ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] will be meeting very soon, I think 
it is quite understandable that we examine some of the 
issues that have been holding back, you know, some 
of our economic pursuits, and some of the unfortunate 
political, and on several situations within the region, 
and what can be done to make sure that when we 
do assemble something quite concrete, you know, and 
tangible or whatever resolutions can emerge when we 
do meet. [sentence as heard] And, we had some very 
fruitful discussions on account of these issues. Of 
course, one of the issues that we also spent quite a 
bit of time on was on the Liberian affair. You know 
that fortunately for all of us, with Charles Taylor’s visit 
to this place, it has created a much healthier climate 
and, as you know [word indistinct] both Tanzania and 
Uganda have left [Liberia], and it is important that we 
maintain the healthy momentum so that situations do 
not degenerate and, of course, to also bring across to 
Gen. Abacha some of the concerns, you know, being 
expressed by the international community about, you 
know, some of the latest developments here, and to 
see where necessary to tamper mercy, you know, to be 
merciful when they can.... 


[Lagbo, interrupting] Did he indicate that.... 
(Rawlings, interrupting] Yes.... 
[Lagbo] That would be done? 


[Rawlings] Oh, of course, I mean, he would have to 
consult his colleagues in the PRC [Provisional Ruling 
Council]. That’s what he said, but I am very hopeful 
that the right thing would be done, the right judgment 
would be brought to bear on this thing. I have a lot 
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of confidence in Gen. Abacha and members of his 
government that they would do the right thing. [end 
recording] 


He has since returned to Ghana. [passage omitted] 


South Africa’s Mbeki Begins 3-Day Official Visit 


AB2107161395 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 2] Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African deputy 
president, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, arrived in Abuja today 
on a three-day official visit. He was received at the 
Abuja International Airport by the chief of general staff, 
Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, some ministers, and 
Other top government officials. Mr. Mbeki will hold 
discussions with the head of state, General Sani Abacha, 
and the chief of general staff on issues of common 
interest to the two countries. The South African deputy 
president will be given a dinner tomorrow. He leaves 
for home on Sunday (23 July]. 


Sierra Leone 


Army Gives Deserters Four Days To Report 


AB2107170095 Paris AFP in English 
1347 GMT 21 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, July 21 (AFP) 
— The Army in war-torn Sierra Leone on Friday [21 
July] gave all deserters and AWOL soldiers four days 
to report with their weapons at a Freetown garrison. 


A military statement issued here said the deadline 
expires at 8:00 a.m. (O800 GMT) on Monday, but gave 
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no reason for the decision, which follows a spectacular 
series of Army victories against bases of the rebel 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in the south and east 
of the country. 


According to the latest government toll around 600 
rebels have been killed in the last three weeks. The 
RUF’s numbers are widely estimated at under 2,000 
men. 


"Any soldier caught roaming the streets of Freetown 
without a valid pass will be arrested and later tried 
by a military tribunal," the statement said. It also 
warned members of the public against "hiding renegade 
soldiers" and ordered them to report any soldier absent 
without leave (AWOL) to military police, warning of 
legal action against anyone who failed to do so. 


Sierra Leone’s Army has swollen fivefold since war 
broke out in late March 1991, and now numbers around 
13,000 troops. Many of the soldiers are poorly trained, 
and renegades have been repeatedly accused of carrying 
out attacks blamed on rebels or even of collusion with 
the RUF itself. 


Last November 12 soldiers were shot by firing squad 
in Freetown after a court martial found them guilty of 
crimes ranging from armed robbery to collusion and 
murder. 


According to observers, the level of desertions have 
decreased markedly since the military government's 
recent successes. "The rebels are falling heavily. They 
are being mauled," one observer said. [passage omitted] 
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